
Data is the lifeblood of capital markets when it comes to operational efficiency, risk and compliance management.  How you manage 
your data has never been more complex or vital. Dealing with increasingly intertwined corporate relationships and an onerous 
regulatory framework requires quick, reliable access to trusted company reference data.

Given these demands, risk, compliance and data managers increasingly recognize that a siloed approach to data management is no 
longer effective.  Rather, adopting a data utility model funded by its members provides the best framework to collectively perform data 
management tasks for the group. This includes aggregating, cleansing, normalizing and enriching with trusted, neutral third-party data. 

Better Data Management in Capital Markets
Maximize the value of your reference data utility with the Dun & Bradstreet 
D-U-N-S® Number and Corporate Linkage

S E E  D E P E N D E N C I E S  TO  I D  P OT E N T I A L  R I S K  A N D  S I G N S  O F  F I N A N C I A L  C R I S E S 

D-U-N-S #3
Singapore Cloud

Investments
Acct #4

D-U-N-S #5
Klein Private Equity 

Management Group (GmbH)
Acct #7

1 D-U-N-S #1 goes bankrupt

2 Hidden dependency uncovered

STOCK
Acct #2

BOND
Acct #3

Ownersh
ip

(less 
than 50%)

D-U-N-S #4
Z HighTech

International
Acct #5

D-U-N-S #2
AP Finance
Corporation

Acct #6

D-U-N-S #1
AsiaPac Banking 

Corporation
Acct #1

Subsid
iary

Tra
de

Subsidiary

Issuing

Iss
uin

g

Fictitious linkage example

 “Billions of dollars are being wasted on redundant processes... 
[The] Reference data repository can save $3-$4 billion  

annually through shared solutions.”
– Technology: The Rise of the Utilities, Best Execution, April 10, 2016

Dun & Bradstreet is the trusted data partner for global organizations that demand more from their reference data. The D&B D-U-N-S® 
Number is the connector to insights on more than 300 million companies in the world’s largest commercial database, including tracking 
of more than four million corporate family trees. Dun & Bradstreet’s corporate linkage data provides a unique picture of an entire 
global organization and its related entities.
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T H E  D - U - N - S  N U M B E R 

		�The Data Universal Numbering System (D-U-N-S) Number is a nine-digit identifier assigned to every business location in 
the Dun & Bradstreet database that has a unique, separate and distinct operation. It stays with a business throughout its 
lifetime. D-U-N-S Numbers are used by industries and organizations around the world as a global standard for business 
identification and tracking.

T H E  D - U - N - S  N U M B E R  I N  A C T I O N

As a regulated banking entity, you need to do risk data 
aggregation and internal risk reporting practices to 
comply with BCBS 239 (Basel Committee on Banking 
Supervision) regulation.

The D-U-N-S Number empowers data cleansing and 
consolidation, enriching master records and enhancing 
insight into interconnected relationships and corporate 
linkage within a given party.

CO R P O R AT E  L I N K AG E

		�When multiple business locations are part of a larger corporate hierarchy based on legal ownership, they are connected 
by their D-U-N-S Numbers. This linkage enables the construction of a corporate family tree. With the D-U-N-S 
Number matched to your party records, you have visibility into your customer’s corporate linkage information.

C O R P O R AT E  L I N K A G E  I N  A C T I O N

Banks onboard hundreds of new clients each year.  
Accurate, accessible data is essential for compliance, 
including visibility to big picture counterparty 
relationships.

Corporate Linkage reveals standardized counterparty 
relationship data to identify and mitigate risk associated 
with beneficial ownership, improving compliance and 
avoiding reputation and financial damages.

T H E  B OT  TO M  L  I N E

 Reference data utilities are becoming more prevalent, helping to maximize operational efficiency and align systems to effectively use 
data for internal and external applications. The Dun & Bradstreet D-U-N-S Number, Corporate Linkage and comprehensive business 
entity data support the processes required to better manage your data requirements – and fully capture the power of the utilities.

Whether on the trading floor or back office, the benefit goes to all. Trading heads are provided more generous limits, and the risk group 
is more comfortable with the control they have over the firm’s credit exposure.

For more information, contact your Dun & Bradstreet Account Executive and visit dnb.com/capital-markets

ABOUT DUN & BRADSTREET

Dun & Bradstreet (NYSE: DNB) grows the most valuable relationships in business. By uncovering truth and meaning from data, we connect customers with the prospects, 
suppliers, clients and partners that matter most, and have since 1841. Nearly ninety percent of the Fortune 500, and companies of every size around the world, rely on our data, 
insights and analytics. For more about Dun & Bradstreet, visit DNB.com. 

M O R E  I N S I G H T S  W I T H  E N R I C H E D  C U S TO M E R  R E F E R E N C E  DATA

�As you place more of your data management responsibilities in the hands of reference data utilities, a higher degree of standardization 
is expected, alongside deeper insights. 

�Best practice data management starts with the establishment of a master record, or golden copy, for each commercial entity you do 
business with. When that master record includes a unique third-party business identifier, you can then enhance that record with 
additional data and analytics for more efficient, compliant and profitable operations.
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